General statement about Safety for participants.

The Urban Adventure Base is responsible for the health and safety of everyone using the facilities, or visiting the premises.   During the activity the instructor/s will have the responsibility to supervise the technical parts of the activity.  In order to carry out this responsibility risk assessments have been produced for all educational activities we run.

The risk assessments conducted for each activity have been translated into a  “Safe Operating Procedure”  for any activity you may have booked. These are available for you to inspect if you wish.

You may also want to read a more extensive  technical statement of the place of risk in outdoor education.

There has been some debate in the media about the dangers of “wrapping children in cotton wool” and of removing all sense of challenge from Children’s play.  The UAB is determined to continue to offer challenging programmes to young people and this means that we cannot guarantee “TOTAL Safety”, indeed there is no such thing.

If you bring a group to the UAB then you also have safety responsibilities and are expected to supervise your group before and after an activity, and any young people not taking part at all times.   

During some activities the instructor  will normally expect you to retain general control of the group, but may ask you to assist in supervising some of the activity in order to ensure that full attention can given to more critical activities. This will enable more of the group to be occupied in the activity.   If you are not able to assist in this way the instructor may have to restrict the numbers taking part at any one time.
Staff competence and qualifications

The Centre staff are all trained and qualified in the activities they lead. 
No sessions will be run by any member of staff unless suitably qualified and experienced. 

In the case where no national governing body qualification exists, the UAB sets its own guidelines for experience/qualification.   In house qualifications are assessed by technical advisors who hold a range of appropriate qualifications of at least one complete level higher.
All activity instructors have first aid qualifications.

Operating within safety procedures

The activities are run in accordance with staff training and the UAB operating procedures, therefore visitors should follow all safety guidance given by the UAB staff.

If a visiting group, or members of a group are unable to comply with safety guidance from the instructor this will mean the group may not be able to continue in the activity.  
In some circumstances it may be possible for a visiting group to remove a single young person from the activity to enable the remaining members to continue, but this is at the discretion of the instructors and will require the Visiting Staff to adequately supervise the young person who is not able to participate safely.
Visiting staff are responsible for the general welfare of the young people in their care at all times.   

NOTE    The adventure play equipment surrounding the UAB is not under our control.  The equipment is generally regarded as suitable for unsupervised use of young people, and may be used without formalities.   However visiting groups must satisfy themselves that their young people can do so safely, and may wish to ensure that their organisation has no objection to such casual use, and / or would accept such use as covered in their insurance.
Programme Plans
The programmes of activity for all visiting groups are assessed by professional full time member of staff. This person will help the group leaders to produce a programme to meet their objectives. 

Once the programme is finalised, some sessions may be led by a part time instructor, placement student or volunteer. In this case, the person will always be appropriately qualified.
Transport

All minibus drivers will have passed the MIDAS test or are full PSV licence holders.
